«Inclusive Education: Improving Education Policies and Systems»

International Conference
The international conference «Inclusive Education: Improving Education Policies and Systems» is held on 19-20th June 2008 in Saint-Petersburg, Russia. The conference is organized with the support of UNESCO Moscow Office for Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, the Republic of Moldova and the Russian Federation at Herzen State Pedagogical University of Russia within the framework of  implementation of the Innovative Educational Programme “Creation of innovative system for training specialists in the sphere of humanitarian technologies in social field”.
The importance of this topic is provoked by the formation of broad understanding of social inclusion that stimulates rethinking of principles for international and national policy in the sphere of inclusive education.  Contemporary inclusive education, which is an important and essential part of the international programme “Education for All”, provides for equal opportunities to all students, so that they can  get high-quality education and develop their  potential without regard to sex, socio-economic status, ethnicity, race, geographical location, necessity in special education, age, religion and ext.

The problems concerned with broad understanding of inclusion touch upon all aspects about functioning and developing of national systems of education that evidences the fact that scientific collective search aims at elaborating sociocultural model for institualization of inclusive education.  

The problems of institualization of inclusive education are concerned with the necessity to designate a clear difference between educational establishments and public organizations, which determine more or less the conditions of openness, tolerance in social relations, moral climate in the society and value priorities of its development. Training teachers oriented at broad understanding of social inclusion is one of the leading factors to form the humanistic basis for inclusive education. In this connection the problem of training teachers for inclusive education has been chosen as a priority one among the questions to be discussed at the forthcoming conference in Saint-Petersburg.   
The international conference «Inclusive Education: Improving Education Policies and

Systems» is held on the threshold of the 48-th session of UNESCO’s International Conference
on Education “Inclusive Education: the Way of the Future” (Geneva, November 2008) and
is supposed to be the platform for exchange of opinions between public officials and specialists
in the sphere of training teachers for inclusive education.
The goals of the conference: 

· To form political dialog and support the development of educational policy and strategy for the involvement of the most vulnerable social groups in educational process in accordance with World Declaration on Education for all 
· To consider important questions of training teachers and providing scientific and research platform for inclusive education. 

The tasks of the conference (particularly):

· To consider/study best practices and regional experiences in inclusive education 
· To elaborate theories and methods of training teachers for inclusive education   

· To provide quality and sustainability of both school and nonschool programmes in the sphere of inclusive education 
· To use innovative approaches and ICT for inclusive education 
· To develop international cooperation and  exchange of experience in the sphere of inclusive education 
· To attract public attention to the problems of inclusive education  

· To elaborate recommendations for educational policy and strategies for the involvement of the most vulnerable social groups in educational process in accordance with World Declaration on Education for all and for training teachers and providing scientific and research platform for inclusive education. 

The workshops on the following themes are planned within the conference: 
· Theory and practice of convergence of inclusive education in the cultural and educational space;

· Legal and organizational problems of institualization of inclusive education;

· Specifics of training teachers in the sphere of inclusive education for different groups of population; 

· The principles for the elaboration of national and regional models of inclusive education; 
The results are expected to follow the work of the conference:

· To make contributions to the elaboration of the conception for inclusive education on the basis of revealing general approaches to the problems of its institualization and define distinctive features of national and regional educational policy in this sphere. 
· To work out recommendations for training teachers, which orient at broad understanding of inclusion and diagnostic methods in analyzing the need for inclusive education among different groups of population. 
· To sum up the experience of collaboration between different social institutes, of ICT usage and scientific network cooperation in the sphere of inclusive education within the framework of international educational projects.
It is planned that the Ministers or representatives of the Ministries of Education from the countries of UNESCO Moscow Office cluster, the representative of educational sector of UNESCO Headquarters, the Head and members of UNESCO Moscow Office, the Secretaries of National Commissions for UNESCO, specialists of research and pedagogical higher establishments will take part in this conference. The conference materials will be published.
The Conference is held with financial support of UNESCO Moscow Office for Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, the Republic of Moldova and the Russian Federation

Working Language

Russian and English 
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